New  Minimum  Wage 


Attorney  General  Martha 
Coakley  reminded  employers 
and  employees  today  that  as  of 
January  1,  2008,  the  Common¬ 
wealth's  Minimum  Wage  will 
increase  from  $7.50  per  hour  to 
$8.00  per  hour.  Under  the  state's 
Minimum  Wage  Law,  a  wage  of 
less  than  $8.00  per  hour,  in  any 
occupation  covered  by  the  law,  is 
considered  to  be  oppressive  and 
unreasonable. 

"Employees  who  make 
no  more  than  minimum  wage 
generally  work  in  difficult  jobs 


with  few  benefits  and  little  job 
security,"  Attorney  General  Mar¬ 
tha  Coakley  said.  "Our  office  is 
committed  to  ensuring  that  those 
who  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  pay 
scale  are  not  exploited,  and  that 
the  employers  who  employ  them 
are  paying  and  classifying  them 
properly." 

The  Legislature  passed  the 
increase  in  the  Minimum  Wage 
in  July  2006,  and  it  was  enacted 
in  August  2006. 

Employers  who  violate  the 
Minimum  Wage  Law  by  fail¬ 


ing  to  pay  their  employees  in 
accordance  with  the  law  may 
be  subject  to  significant  civil  or 
criminal  penalties  and  sanc¬ 
tions.  In  addition  to  enforcement 
actions  brought  by  the  Attorney 
General's  Fair  Labor  Division, 
workers  whose  employers  fail  to 
pay  them  the  Minimum  Wage 
are  also  entitled  to  bring  civil 
lawsuits  to  recover  their  unpaid 
wages.  Prior  to  bringing  a  civil 
action,  all  Minimum  Wage  com¬ 
plaints  must  first  be  filed  with 
the  Attorney  General's  Fair  Labor 
Division. 

The  Attorney  General's 
Office  is  responsible  for  enforc¬ 


ing  the  prevailing  wage,  mini¬ 
mum  wage,  payment  of  wages, 
overtime,  tip  pooling,  child  labor, 
and  Sunday  and  holiday  pre¬ 
mium  pay  laws.  In  addition  to 
prosecuting  employers  who  fail 
to  follow  the  Commonwealth's 
wage  and  hour  laws,  the  Attor¬ 
ney  General's  Office  also  works 
to  protect  employees  from  being 
exploited  by  an  employer  by 
educating  both  employers  and 
employees  about  the  law  and 
employee's  rights.  The  Attorney 
General's  Office  aims  to  set  a 
level  playing  field  for  employers 
and  employees  throughout  the 
Commonwealth. 


For  information  regarding 
filing  a  wage  complaint  or  further 
information  regarding  the  Com¬ 
monwealth's  Wage  and  Hour 
Laws,  please  select  "Workplace 
Rights"  at  the  Attorney  General's 
website,  www.mass.gov/ago. 

For  further  information  regard¬ 
ing  the  Minimum  Wage  Law 
and  its  applicability,  please  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of 
Labor,  Division  of  Occupational 
Safety's  (DOS)  website:  www. 
mass.gov/ dos.  Those  wishing  to 
report  violations  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth's  Wage  &  Hour  laws  can 
call  the  Fair  Labor  helpline  at 
(617)  727-3465. 
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The  graduates  of  Boston  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Center’s  Adult  Education  program,  with  Stephanie  Lee  of  Verizon 
in  the  center.  Verizon  has  been  a  major  corporate  sponsor  of  BCNC,  funding  the  adult  education  program,  sponsoring 
their  banquet,  and  matching  gifts  for  employee  donations.  Verizon  employees  also  volunteer  at  BCNC.  Here,  Ms.  Lee 
is  holding  a  framed  poster  of  the  mural  that  was  once  at  the  old  BCNC  site.  It  was  presented  as  a  gift  in  appreciation  for 
Verizon’s  support. 

BCNC’s  Adult  Education  Graduation 

By  Christopher  Rogacz 
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Boston  Chinatown  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Center  held  its  gradu¬ 
ation  for  its  Adult  Education 
program  on  Thursday,  January 
3,  2008  at  its  location  at  38  Ash 
Street,  in  the  Metropolitan  Build¬ 
ing. 

A  total  of  22  students  gradu¬ 
ated  from  BCNC's  English  as 
Second  Language  classes.  After 
graduation,  students  are  con¬ 
tinuing  with  various  educational 
opportunities. 

Two  students  will  attend 
the  Bunker  Hill  Community 
College,  one  students  will  be 
attended  the  International 
Institute,  and  three  students  will 
attend  a  higher  level  English 
program  at  the  Asian  American 
Civic  Association,  publisher  of 
the  Sampan. 

The  graduation  itself  was 
short,  unpretentious,  and  well- 
deserved. 


"I  think  we  have  been 
fortunate  to  study  here  because 
BCNC  has  provided  us  with  a 
great  learning  environment," 
said  one  of  the  graduates. 

"Besides  English  and 
computers,  we  want  students  to 
learn  about  life  in  America.  You 
can  start  from  here,  and  then  get 
out  of  Chinatown  and  commu¬ 
nicate  with  people  in  the  real 
world.  And  for  students  gradu¬ 
ation  today,  congratulations  on 
completing  the  first  step.  But 
this  is  only  a  first  step.  You  have 
to  go  out  there  and  use  it,"  Cheri 
Leung,  BCNC's  Adult  Education 
Program  Co-Director  told  the 
graduates. 

The  keynote  address  was 
given  by  Stephanie  Lee,  the  Re¬ 
gional  Director  of  Public  Affairs 
for  Verizon. 

"I  admire  your  courage  to 
come  to  the  United  States  to 


start  a  new  life  —  one  that  I  am 
sure  will  be  filled  with  exciting 
opportunities,"  said  Ms.  Lee. 

She  went  on  to  relate  her  own 
family's  immigration  experience, 
when  her  grandmother  came 
to  America  and  took  any  job 
she  could  find,  learned  to  speak 
English,  and,  recognizing  the 
importance  of  education,  saw 
that  her  children  got  good  jobs 
and  sent  their  own  children  to 
college. 

"I  am  proud  to  work  for  a 
compant  that  understand  the  im¬ 
portance  of  literacy,  and  invests 
in  education  people  how  to  read, 
write,  and  communicate  in  the 
English  language.  We  under¬ 
stand  that  you  all  represent  our 
customers,  our  future  workforce 
and  the  strength  of  our  econ¬ 
omy,"  she  continued.  "Just  as 

CONTINUED  PAGE  3 


ABCD  Urg¬ 
es  Release 
of  Federal 
Emergency 
Fuel  Assis¬ 
tance  Funds 

18,000  Boston-area 
Families  out  of  Benefits 
as  Cold  Snap  Hits 

With  zero-degree  weather 
moving  into  New  England  this 
week.  Boston-area  antipov¬ 
erty  agency  Action  for  Boston 
Community  Development  and 
other  advocates  for  the  poor  are 
urging  President  Bush  to  release 
$586  million  in  emergency  fuel 
assistance  to  avert  a  dangerous 
home  heating  crisis  for  poor, 
elderly  and  working  families. 

"This  is  as  big  an  emergency 
as  the  hurricanes  or  floods  which 
trigger  immediate  federal  aid," 
said  ABCD  President/  CEO  Bob 
Coard.  "The  high  cost  of  heating 
fuel  is  causing  many  families  to 
choose  between  heat  and  food 
or  medicine.  And  some  of  the 
deadly  fires  occurring  recently 
may  be  traced  to  use  of  danger¬ 
ous  space  heaters  or  ovens  as 
people  struggle  to  stay  warm." 

Nearly  all  of  the  18,000 
families  served  by  the  ABCD 
Fuel  Assistance  program  in 
Boston,  Brookline  and  Newton 
have  used  up  their  benefits.  With 
the  funding  available  so  far  this 
winter,  the  poorest  families  can 
receive  $865  in  fuel  assistance 
-  at  current  prices  that  will 
barely  fill  an  oil  tank  once. 

Under  the  current  distribu¬ 
tion  formula,  the  $586  million 
emergency  allocation  would 
provide  approximately  $25  mil¬ 
lion  more  fuel  assistance  funding 
in  Massachusetts.  That  would 
mean  approximately  $250  more 
per  family  for  those  qualifying 
for  fuel  assistance. 

Advocates  are  calling  for 
targeted  funding  to  provide  in- 

CONTINUED  PAGE  3 
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Register  for  Primary 

Wednesday,  January  16  is 
the  last  day  to  register  to 
vote  in  the  Massachusetts 
Presidential  Primary,  to  be 
held  in  this  state  on  Febru¬ 
ary  5,  2008.  Massachusetts 
will  join  22  other  states  in 
voting  on  Super  Tuesday, 
after  the  Legislature  voted 
to  move  the  Primary  from 
the  original  date  of  March 
4.  For  information  on  how 
to  register,  please  visit 
www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/ 
eleifv  /  howreg.htm 

Project  Connection 

Thom/  Charles  River  Early 
Intervention  (TCREI)  pro¬ 
vides  culturally  sensitive, 
collaborative  and  compre¬ 
hensive  Early  Intervention 
(El)  services  to  children 


Chinatown 

Meetings 

|  Chinatown  Council 
meets  the  third  Mon.  of 
the  month,  6  p.m.,  90 
Tyler  St. 

|  Chinatown  Resident 
Association  meets  the  first 
Wed.  of  the  month,  6:30 
p.m.,  the  Josiah  Quincy 
School. 

|  Chinatown  Safety 
Committee  meets  the  first 
Wed.  of  the  month,  10:30 
a.m.  at  the  Doubletree 
Hotel  on  Washington  St. 

I  The  Chinatown 
Coalition  meets  on  the 
second  Thu  of  the  month, 
9:30  a.m.,  at  the  Boston 
Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Center  board  room,  4th 
floor,  38  Ash  Street. _ 


from  0  to  3  years  old  who 
exhibit  or  are  at  high 
risk  for  developmental 
delay  or  disability.  TCREI 
serves  families  who  live  in 
Waltham,  Watertown  and 
Belmont.  Services  include 
educational,  allied  health, 
infant  mental  held  and 
social  services  which  are 
provided  via  home  visits 
and  groups  for  very  young 
children  and  the  parents 
or  caregivers.  Intervention 
and  support  servies  are 
proved  by  educators,  nurs¬ 
es,  physical,  occupational 
and  speech  therapists, 
nutritionists,  psychologies, 
and  social  workers.  Cur¬ 
rently,  approximately  7% 
of  enrolled  infants  and  tod¬ 
dlers  are  of  Asian  or  South 
Asian  heritage.  For  infor¬ 
mation,  call  781-894-6564 
or  visit  www.thomchild. 
org.  For  a  directory  of  pro¬ 
grams  in  Massachusetts, 
call  800-905-8437  or  visit 
www.massfamilyties.org. 

Gates  Millennium 
Scholars 

The  Gates  Millennium 
Scholars  (GMS),  funded  by 
a  grant  from  the  Bill  and 
Melinda  Gates  Founda¬ 
tion,  was  established  in 
1999  to  provide  outstand¬ 
ing,  low-income  Afri¬ 
can-American,  American 
Indian/  Alaska  Natives, 
Asian  Pacific  Islander 
American,  and  Hispanic  • 
American  students  with  an 
opportunity  to  complete 
an  undergraduate  college 
education  in  any  discipline 
they  choose.  Continueing 


Gates  Scholars  may  re¬ 
quest  funding  for  a  gradu¬ 
ate  degree  program  in  one 
of  these  discipline  areas: 
computer  science,  educa¬ 
tion,  engineering,  library 
science,  mathematics, 
public  health  or  science. 

The  goal  of  GMS  is  to  pro- 
miote  academic  excellence 
by  provided  thousands  of 
outstanding  students,  who 
have  significant  financial 
need,  the  opportunity  to 
reach  their  full  potential. 

For  more  information, 
visit  www.gmsp.org  or  call 
877-690-4677.  Deadline 
for  submission  of  nomina¬ 
tion  materials  for  Online 
applications  only  is  Friday, 
January  11,  2008, 11:59PM 
EST. 

The  Princeton  Prize  in 
Race  Relations 

The  program,  sponsored 
by  Princeton  Univer¬ 
sity,  is  seeking  students  in  ' 
grades  9-12  who  are  doing 
outstanding  work  in  their 
schools  or  communities 
to  advance  the  cause  of 
race  relations.  Each  year, 
Princeton  alumni  volun¬ 
teers  in  regions  across  the 
US  invite  students  to  apply 
for  the  $1,000  cash  reward. 
The  Prize  will  be  offered 
in  the  Boston  metropolitan 
area,  as  well  as  other  areas 
around  the  country.  For 
information,  visit  www. 
princeton.edu  /  Princeton- 
Prize,  call  800-742-1036,  or 
email  PPrize@princeton. 
edu.  The  application 
deadline  is  Thursday, 
January  31,  2008 
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#  of  Units 
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Rents  Start 
At: 

Household 

Size 

Maximum 

Income* 

Minimum 

Income 

1 

1BR 

$379 

1-2 

30% 

$14,595 

2 

2BR 

$458 

2-4 

30% 

$17,527 

1 

3BR 

$524 

3-6 

30% 

$20,242 

9 

1BR 

$829 

1-2 

60% 

$29,191 

19 

2BR 

$996 

2-4 

60% 

$35,023 

3 

3BR 

$1,146 

3-6 

60% 

$40,454 
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Re:  “Code  Violations” 


Dear  Editor, 

The  piece  that  you  ran  in 
the  December  21,  2007  is¬ 
sue  on  code  violations  was 
a  valuable  contribution 
to  recent  concerns  about 
housing  availability  and 
conditions  in  Chinatown. 
However,  one  recom¬ 
mendation,  that  landlords 
must  "exterminate  infesta¬ 
tions"  needs  additional 
advice.  Most  landlords 
will  simply  call  a  pest 
management  company 
that  will  apply  pesticides 
which  are  both  toxic  and, 
usually,  ineffective  against 
cockroaches. 

The  state  of  the  art  re¬ 
sponse  is  something  called 
"integrated  pest  manage¬ 
ment"  or  IPM  which  mini¬ 
mizes  use  of  pesticides, 
uses  less  toxic  compounds 
and  incorporates  other 
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measures  (cleaning,  seal¬ 
ing  cracks)  that  have  the 
potential  to  succeed  over 
a  longer  term.  While  ten¬ 
ants  do  not  have  a  "right" 
to  IPM,  they  should  ask 

their  landlords  for  this 

... 

approach. 


Sincerely, 

Doug  Brugge,  PhD,  MS 
Tufts  Community  Re¬ 
search  Center 


AFFORDABLE  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITY 
Girls  New  Latin  Academy 

3  80  Talbot  Ave. 

Dorchester— Codman  Square 

35  Beautiful  Brand  New  Apartments  in  a  historic  building  in  the 

heart  of  Codman  Square 


*Maximum  Income  Per  Household  Size-Based  on  Area  Median  Incomes 


HH  Size 

30% 

60% 

1 

17,700 

35,340 

2 

20,200 

40,380 

3 

22,750 

45,420 

4 

25,250 

50,460 

5 

27,250 

54,480 

6 

29,300 

58,560 

Applications  must  be  picked  up  in  person  from  Winn  Management 
702  Washington  St.,  Dorchester,  MA  02124 
Weekdays  9:00  a.m.  —  4  p.m. 


Reasonable  accommodations  made  for  persons  with  disabilities. 

Use  and  Occupancy  Restrictions  Apply.  Under  the  Massachusetts  Community-Based  Housing  Program 
this  development  has  set-aside  for  4  units  for  persons  with  disabilities  living  in  institutions  or  at  risk  of 
institutionalization,  including  2  accessible  units. 

Preference  for  displaced  and  homeless  households. 

25  units  have  a  preference  for  families  with  child(ren)  under  6  years  of  age. 

Minimum  Household  size  of  one  person  per  bedroom  &  maximum  size  two  persons  per  bedroom. 
Voucher  Holders  welcome — Rents  at  Payment  Standard. 

For  more  information  call  Winn  Management  617-825-8888 
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Equal  Housing  Opportunity 
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Good 


Drivers  Tour,  Spring  ‘08 

Queer  Performers  Document  Their  Cross- 


Two  Asian-American, 
Country  Tour 

Well-known  trans- 
gendered  slam  poet.  Kit 
Yan,  and  award-winning 
composer,  singer,  song¬ 
writer  and  filmmaker, 
Melissa  Li,  team  up  for 
a  12-week  cross-country 
road  tour. 

The  Good  Asian 
Drivers  Tour  kicks 
off  in  February  with 
performances  on  col¬ 
lege  campuses  and 
other  venues  in  the  New 
England  area.  In  April, 
the  duo  will  embark 
on  a  road  trip  span¬ 
ning  over  30  states  with 
performances  in  more 
than  20  major  U.S.  cities. 
Their  adventures  will  be 
documented  on  video 
and  uploaded  weekly 
on  their  website,  www. 
goodasiandrivers.com. 

The  mission  of  the 
Good  Asian  Drivers 
Tour  is  to  increase  ex¬ 
posure  for  gay,  lesbian, 
bisexual,  transgendered, 
and  queer  Asian- Ameri¬ 
cans  throughout  the 


country.  The  tour  will 
have  tremendous  social 
impact  on  these  under¬ 
represented  groups, 
especially  in  areas  where 
their  voices  are  not  often 
heard.  The  tour  strives 
to  inspire  young  artists 
and  provoke  dialogue  on 
gay  rights,  transgendered 
issues,  feminism,  and 
the  marginalization  of 
minorities. 

Kit  Yan  is  a  23-year- 
old  transgendered  slam 
poet.  Originally  from 
Hawaii,  Yan  has  been 
slamming  in  Boston 
since  he  was  18.  His  most 
notable  performances  in¬ 
clude  appearances  at  the 
National  Poetry  Slam  in 
Albuquerque,  N.M.,  Dyke 
March  in  Boston  and  First 
Thursdays  in  Honolulu, 
Hawaii,  the  world's  larg¬ 
est  slam,  where  he  won 
first  place. 

Melissa  Li,  a  24-year- 
old  folk/  rock  singer- 
songwriter,  has  been 
performing  in  Boston 


since  she  was  15.  In 
2007,  she  won  the  Jona¬ 
than  Larson  Performing 
Arts  Foundation  award 
for  her  debut  musical 
"Surviving  the  Nian." 

Li  has  performed  at 
the  Somerville  Theater, 
Harper's  Ferry,  and  on 
the  mainstage  at  Boston 
Pride.  Li,  with  a  degree 
in  Film  Production  from 
Boston  University,  has 
also  directed  and  pro¬ 
duced  many  videos. 

The  Good  Asian 
Drivers  Tour  will  be 
documented  through 
a  series  of  three  to  five 
minute  videos.  These 
videos  will  be  uploaded 
weekly  to  YouTube  in 
episode  format. 

Most  recently 
Yan  and  Li  opened  for 
nationally-renowned 
lesbian  hip-hop  duo, 
God-des  and  She. 

The  kick  off  party 
will  be  held  at  Dyke 
Night  at  Toast  in  Somer¬ 
ville  on  Feb.  22nd,  2008. 


NEW  Mixed-Income,  Mixed-Use, 

BOSTON  Community-Sensitive  Development 

d  C  d  C  ****  InvtMmrtK  Funds 

Part  of  Chinatown  was  destroyed  when  the  Turnpike  Extension 
was  built  40  years  ago. 

Hundreds  of  homes,  a  library,  churches,  stores,  restaurants, 
and  social  clubs  were  lost. 

Lets  realize  the  community  vision  for  Parcel  24  TOGETHER. 

Parcel  24 
Design  Update 

Pre-PNF  Community  Meeting 

6:00  pm  -  7:30  pm 
Tuesday,  January  8th 

Metropolitan  Community  Room  (38  Oak  St) 

Development  Agreement  received  from  the  MTA 

Let’s  keep  the  momentum  going! 

Join  the  development  team  as  we  continue  the 
_  dialogue  on  design _ 

For  information,  call  Alex  Zhang  (617)  482-2380  ext  208  or 
parcel24@asiancdc.orq _ www.asiancdc.org 
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creased  assistance  in  New 
England  where  40  percent 
of  families  heat  with  oil 
at  significantly  more  cost 
than  the  gas  or  electric 
heat  that  predominates  in 
other  parts  of  the  country. 

Massachusetts 
families  who  have  not  yet 
received  assistance  and 
who  qualify  for  help  will 
receive  the  original  alloca¬ 
tion  (a  maximum  of  $865 
for  applicants  below  the 
federal  poverty  level)  plus 
whatever  amount  is  des¬ 
ignated  with  the  release  of 
the  emergency  funding. 

The  emergency  funds 
have  been  approved  by 
Congress,  and  Bush  signed 
the  legislation  the  day 
after  Christmas.  But  so  far 
the  federal  government 
has  not  released  the  emer¬ 
gency  funds. 

Thus  far  the  federal 
government  has  released 
to  the  states  $1.98  billion 
in  base  funding  for  the 
Low  Income  Home  Energy 
Assistance  Program  (LI- 
HEAP)  -  the  same  amount 
as  last  year.  But  this  year 
fuel  prices  have  soared 
with  oil  prices  over  $3  per 
gallon. 

"We  need  the  Presi¬ 
dent  to  release  the  $586 
million  in  emergency 
funds  immediately  to 
avert  further  catastrophes 
and  ameliorate  the  human 
suffering  that  is  occurring 
in  our  midst  in  the  cold 
New  England  states  where 
40  percent  of  families 
depend  on  oil  heat,"  said 
Coard.  "Even  this  funding 
is  not  enough  to  get  people 
through  the  winter  but  it 
will  help  a  lot." 

"The  most  vulnerable 
people  in  our  midst  are 
suffering,"  said  Coard.  "If 
these  funds  were  released 
we  could  get  the  oil  trucks 
rolling  and  help  them  get 
through  this  frigid  January 
weather.  But  we  need  to 
move  quickly." 
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The  “Writing  Our  Own  Stories" project,  completed  by  the  0/1  ha 
class.  Many  students  wrote  about  their  families,  jobs,  or  China  or 
the  US.  They  were  asked  to  write  a  short  description  of  a  photo¬ 
graph,  and  then  type  that  onto  the  computer. 


Students  in  the  1h/3a  class  perform  a  skit,  describing  their  class¬ 
room. 


my  grandmother  started 
a  legacy  of  success  here  in 
the  United  State  over  80 
years  ago,  you,  too,  are  on 
the  right  path  to  a  great 
life,  not  just  for  yourselves, 
but  for  your  children,  and 
generations  to  follow." 

Verizon  has  been 
a  corporate  partner  of 
BCNC  for  many  years, 
and  has  long  funded  the 
adult  education  program, 
in  addition  to  sponsor¬ 
ing  BCNC's  banquet  and 
matching  gifts  for  employ¬ 
ee  donation.  Furthermore, 
Verizon  employees  also 
volunteer  at  BCNC. 

BCNC's  adult  educa¬ 
tion  program  currently 
offers  16  ESL  classes,  three 


computer  literacy  classes 
and  computer  access  for 
all  students.  The  also  train 
volunteer  and  peer  tu¬ 
tors,  which  allows  BCNC 
to  provide  instruction 
outside  of  the  classroom 
for  their  students  and  for 
waitlisted  applications. 

While  the  ESL  classes,  in¬ 
cluding  all  student  materi¬ 
als,  are  free  of  charge,  85% 
of  BCNC's  students  make 
voluntary  donations  to  the 
program. 

The  adult  education 
program  also  provides 
comprehensive  bilingual 
counseling  and  advocacy 
services.  The  program  has 
a  professional  staff  who 
work  on  English  literacy, 
cultural  adjustment,  civic 
participation,  and  lifelong 
learning  skills. 

BCNC  was  founded  in 
1969.  The  adult  educa¬ 
tion  program  has  been 
in  existence  for  33  years. 
"Throughout  those  33 
years,"  said  Ms.  Leung, 
"we've  been  fortunate  to 
get  funding  from  private 
foundations,  corporations, 
and  also  from  private  do¬ 
nations,  and  all  this  money 
allows  us  to  provide  ser¬ 
vices  to  you  and  complete 
our  mission." 


submit  articles  to  the 

sampan. 

617.426.9492x207 

englisheditor@sampan.org 


CIGARETTES  SHIPPED 
starting  at  $12.99  a  carton. 
Over  50  Brands  available. 

Call  1-866-766-5348 
for  more  information. 


Sampan  2008 
Publication  Schedule 

The  Sampan  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  on  the  first  and  third 
Fridays  of  every  month. 

In  February  and  March,  only 
one  issue  will  be  published, 
each  on  the  first  Friday. 

Special  Issues  are  planned 
for  February  1st  (Chinese 
New  Year);  April  4  (Real  Es¬ 
tate);  June  6  (Health);  and 
August  15  (August  Moon). 

Article  submissions  or  story 
ideas  are  encouraged  and 
may  be  submitted  either  to 
Chris  at  englisheditor@sam- 
pan.org  or  Yang,  Sampan's 
Chinese  Editor,  at  yang@ 
sampan.org 
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‘Modernity  and  Nostalgia’ 

A  Lunch  Break  Stroll  Through  Late-19th  Century  Japanese  Prints 


By  Christopher  Rogacz 


For  anyone  interested 
in  early  echoes  of  some  of 
the  20th  centuries  more 
curious  artistic  styles,  the 
Chikanobu  exhibit  at  the 
Stone  Gallery,  part  of  the 
Boston  University  Art  Gal¬ 
lery,  is  well  worth  the  visit. 
And  with  free  admission, 
the  small  exhibit  is  an 
interesting  lunch-time 
peak  at  some  fascinating 
artwork. 

First,  a  bit  of  back¬ 
ground.  Yoshu  Chikanobu 
(1838-1893)  was  a  Japanese 
Meiji  print  artist.  De¬ 
scended  from  the  aristoc¬ 
racy,  Chikanobu  strongly 
believed  in  the  Tokugawa 
shogunate  and  in  tradi¬ 
tion,  even  though  his  later 
work  would  benefit  from 
the  reforms  of  the  modern¬ 
izing  Meiji  government. 
Throughout  his  career,  the 
conflict  between  past  and 
present  plays  out  in  his 
prints. 


a  better  view  of  the  ball 
dropping  than  the  millions 
watching  who  aren't  even 
present  and  the  start  of  the 
new  year  is  marked  there 
of  all  places  because  it  is 
most  televised). 

By  providing  timely 
depictions  to  events 
he  was  not  witness  to, 
Chikanobu  helped  to 
consolidate  the  national 
imaginary  that  would  just 
as  necessary  for  the  viabil¬ 
ity  of  Japan  as  a  modem 
state  as  the  railroad  and 
industrialization. 

It  wasn't  just  the  fact 
that  he  was  illustrating 
events,  but  the  content  of 
those  events  that  give  his 
work  resonance  with  our 
modem  thirst  for  news.  In 
Japan  at  the  time,  scan¬ 
dalous  stories  of  vicious 
crimes  were  popular, 
and  the  ability  to  provide 
illustrations  of  murders, 
such  as  1887's  "Japan 


bring  a  friend  to  talk  with. 

Even  more  interesting, 
and  this  isn't  something 
that  has  a  great  deal  of 
research  to  back  it  up  — in 
fact,  one  of  the  inspirations 
for  holding  a  Chikanobu 
exhibit  in  the  first  place 
was  the  fact  that  the  artist 
was  so  little  studied,  es¬ 
pecially  after  having  been 
overshadowed  by  some  of 
his  contemporaries  — is  the 
astonishing  similarity  to 
comic  book  art.  This  isn't 
to  belittle  Chikanobu,  but 
to  identify  some  haunting 
familiarity  with  another 
art  form  peculiar  to  the 
20  th  century. 

In  many  such  works, 
the  action  implied  by  the 
image  is  imminent.  Were 
the  picture  suddenly 
to  come  to  life,  it  scene 
would  immediately  be 
destroyed  by  the  action  in 
the  painting.  For  instance. 


whenever  Chikanobu  depicts 
someone  about  to  be  stabbed, 
the  assailant's  sword  is 
always  drawn  and  his  body 
is  filled  with  the  potential 
energy  necessary  to  kill  his 
victim. 

The  exhibit  itself  is  enjoy¬ 
able,  and  the  captions  for  the 
paintings  well-researched 
and  informative.  However, 
Chikanobu's  body  of  work 
is  full  of  conflict.  There  are 
a  mix  of  themes  and  sensi¬ 
bilities,  and  by  providing 
detailed  explanations  only 
of  individual  paintings,  the 
problems  posed  by  the  ex¬ 
hibit  overall  are  never  made 
explicit. 

Artworks  separated  by 
decades  are  casually  placed 
next  to  each  other,  because 
they  seem  to  have  similar  aes¬ 
thetic  qualities,  even  as  subtle 
variations  in  the  body  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  subjects  tease  the 
viewer  into  suspicion.  I  sus¬ 
pect  that  Chikanobu  actually 
had  substantial  and  driving 
conflict  regarding  the  changes 
to  Japanese  society  he  was 
witnessing.  Whether  he  was 
acutely  aware  of  his  struggle, 
or  whether  he  simply  painted 
what  he  felt  without  regard 
to  a  broader  project  of  criti¬ 
cism  is  not  answered  by  the 
exhibit.  The  exhibit  catalog 
has  been  favorably  reviewed 
by  Professor  Hiroko  Johnson 
of  the  School  of  Art,  Design 
and  Art  History  at  San  Diego 
State  University,  but  at  $35 
is  outside  the  budget  of  the 
casual  exhibit  goer. 

In  the  end,  Chikonobu 
presents  his  audience  with 
fun  pictures.  Certainly  one 
can  stop  there  and  admire  his 
work  on  those  grounds  alone. 
But  there  are  subtle  invita- 
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tions,  I  think,  to  explore 
him  further  and  tease 
out  stories  and  parallels 
in  his  imaginative  work. 
Who  knows  whether  the 
comic  book  style,  how¬ 
ever  indirectly,  took  some 
inspiration  from  Japanese 
art  decades  before?  It's 
this  kind  of  playfulness 
that  Chikonobu  himself 
engaged  in  with  his  news 
illustrations,  and  the 


source  of  his  appeal  as  an 
artist. 

Chikanobu:  Moder¬ 
nity  and  Nostalgia  in  Japa¬ 
nese  Prints  (the  exhibit' s 
full  name)  is  on  display 
at  the  Boston  University 
Art  Gallery  at  the  Stone 
Gallery,  located  at  855 
Commonwealth  Avenue 
(Boston  University  West 
stop  of  the  Green  Line), 
through  January  11. 


In  the  image  above, 
the  struggle  Chikanobu 
experiences  between  tradi¬ 
tion  and  modernity  are 
evident.  On  the  side  of 
tradition  are  the  position¬ 
ing  of  the  victorious  fig¬ 
ures  over  their  fleeing  and 
defeated  enemies,  and  all 
subjects  having  unrealistic, 
overly-expressive  facial 
features.  And  yet  the 
dress  — a  Japanese  imita¬ 
tion  of  a  late-19th  century 
European  officer's  uni¬ 
form— clearly  evidences 
the  kind  of  modernization 
project  the  Meiji  govern¬ 
ment  has  embraced.  The 
absence  of  artillery  in  this 
image  further  reflects  a 
nostalgia  for  a  more  tra¬ 
ditional  samurai  warrior 
honor  code. 

Chikanobu  would 
later  produce  images  for 
illustration  in  popular 
magazines,  or  as  prints 
showing  recent  events. 
With  the  relaxation  of 
censorship  laws  and  the 
development  of  a  West¬ 
ern-style  newspaper 
industry,  as  well  as  with 
the  increased  speed  of 
communication,  Chikano¬ 
bu  helped  usher  in  an  age 
of  visual  thirst.  Events  in 
this  age  are  unthinkable 
without  their  image  (what 
would  the  moon  landing 
have  been  without  video?), 
and  in  some  instances  the 
image  may  become  the 
event  itself  (For  a  recent  a 
recurring  example,  think 
of  New  Year's  Eve  in 
Times  Square:  no  one  has 


Newspaper  Supplement, 
Modem  Lives:  Ginji 
Killing  Ofumi,"  or  "The 
Stabbing  of  Seven  People 
at  Sugidoya"  in  1880  while 
the  story  was  still  hot  fed 
the  public's  thirst  for  scan¬ 
dalous  news  stories.  The 
use  of  bright  colors  only 
adds  to  the  drama  and 
imaginative  reality,  if  the 
phrase  can  be  forgiven,  of 
Chikanobu's  work. 

If  anything  was  ever 
the  marker  of  capital¬ 
ist  modernity,  it  is  the 
existence  of  fashion.  The 
image  to  the  right  is  a  fash¬ 
ion  image,  but  one  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  caption,  also 
pokes  fun  at  the  origina¬ 
tors  of  fashion  (and  capi¬ 
talism):  Europe.  The  collar 
around  the  dog's  neck  is  in 
imitation  of  the  large  lace 
collars  worn  in  Europe  in 
the  late  Renaissance.  And 
yet  what  is  this  traditional 
scene  above  the  woman, 
which  she  looks  up  at? 

The  image-repertoire  of 
past  fashions,  upon  which 
new  ones  are  built?  So 
often  with  Chkanobu's 
work  do  we  see  this  split 
image.  Modem  symbolic 
orthodoxy  might  ask  a 
viewer  to  see  this  as  the 
woman's  dream.  Whether 
this  was  Chikanobu's 
intent,  and  how  he  thinks 
these  two  pictures  relate  to 
each  other,  to  modernity, 
tradition,  and  fashion  is 
unclear.  Turning  these 
questions  around  in  one's 
head  makes  this  exhibit 
enjoyable;  especially  if  you 


HISTORIC  CHINATOWN 


This  month’s  Historic  Chinatown  is  a  look  at  representations  of  the  Chinese  kitchen.  To  the  left  is  an  article  published  in  the  Boston 
Daily  Globe  on  April  12,  1885.  The  small  piece  was  written  by  Yan  Phon  Lee,  and  first  published  in  Wide  Awake  magazine. 


To  the  right  is  a  painting  from  1900,  entitled  “Chinamen  confined  within  the  Chinese  quarter,  cooking  their  meals”  by  W.A.  Rogers. 
Rogers  was  a  prolific  artist  in  the  late  19th  century  and  early  20th  century.  His  work  was  primarily  in  newspaper  and  magazine  illustra¬ 
tions,  having  several  works  serving  as  illustrations  for  Harper’s. 


COOKERY  IN  CHINA. 

Xbe  M}«trrlc»  of  Cvlratlail  Kitchens 
l)cu  i  ibvil  by  nn  KjfWtlncia* 

CYnu  IMioii  I  co  111  W  i.lc  Awake  J 

Our  kitchen  certainly  is  not  so  co ry  and 
no.it  ns  American  kitchens  usually  ate 
'Ihe  smoke  trees  out  tluoiurh  the  skyltsrht 
and  whcieverit  limlsan  outlet.  Ihe  walls 
ate  black  with  the  accumulation  of  jenisof 
soot.  That  lariru  stove  in  the  comer  is 
1  built  of  brick.  On  the  ton  of  this  stove  is  a  | 
|  huge  I  omul  iron  Hinder  about  three  feet  in 
di.imetei.  In  this  rice  isceokintr.  Straw .  be- 
j  linj  cheaper,  is  burnt  in  this  stove,  instead 
of  wood,  and  home  one  is  leqtincd  to 
feed  the  tin:  constantly.  Ttunmir  to  tho 
lolt.  we  see  little  clay  stoves,  on  which  food 
IS  frying  in  spideis  or  bulling  in  earthetn 
jiots  over  a  wood  fire.  Vegetables  are  eut 
into  hits  and  bulled  with  pork  or  mutton, 
making  a  soup.  Giecns  are  boiling.  Kish 
is  steaming,  Irving  or  stewing,  with  or 
without  vegetables.  Meat  is  cut  line;  when 
the  spider  becomes  heated  laid  is  put  In  it, 
then  pieces  of  onion,  theu  the  shred  meat, 
and  all  ts  stirred  till  well  em- 

1  blow  tied;  then  turnips,  potatoes  and 
sometimes  other  vegetables  aie  added, 
and  after  boiling  water  is  pouicd  hi  the 
whole  Is  left  to  dimmer  and  stew.  All  food, 
we  nbserv  e.  is  cut  in  pieces  before  being 
cooked,  or  else  beforesorvmg,  for  no  lumps, 
no  forks,  me  used.  At  10  a.  m.  the  tables' 
aie  set  ;  those  ftw  men  cither  in  the  wings 
or  in  their  rooms,  those  for  tho  women  In 
then  common  sitting-room  or  nailer.  Each 
table  will  seat  eight  persons.  So  table  linen 
l  is  used  Chopsticks  and  spoons  me  placed 
I  befoio  each  plaic  The  lood  is  hi  ought 
I  in  large  bowls  or  plates.  Rice  is  can  ted  to 
I  tho  table  in  a  wooden  pail  or  wicker 
,  basket,  fiom  which  it  is  suited  in  sm.tli 
bowls  The  servants  summon  the  inmates 
|  to  breukfnst.  The  younger  ones  do  not  pre¬ 
sume  to  sit  till  their  elders  are  seated;  then 
after  making  a  show  of  asking  pci  mission 
to  eat,  when  the  elders  ginvely  nod  assent, 
the  breakfast  begins  boup  Is  taken  lhst; 
then  each  person,  holding  tho  iliop-slieks 
in  h  s  right  hand  and  the  bowl  of  rue  in  tho 
l  left,  lifts  his  food  to  his  mouth,  pusi  es  tho 
i  lumps  in  with  tho  sticks,  alternating  this 
j  motion  w  ith  picking  meat,  fish  or  vegetables 
fi tun  the  dishes  which  uteenuunen  to  all. 
.One  must  take  only  from  that  side  of  the 
!  Plato  which  isnoaicst  loliim.however.  It  isa 
brencli  of  etiquette  to  leach  over  to  ti  e  op¬ 
posite  side  when  one  liuislies  he  bids  tho 
rest  to  "eat  leisurely.”  which  is  our  mode  of 
saying  "excuse  me!"  The  Chinese  uivaria- 
blv  wash  tlin.r  bauds  and  faces  alter  every 
meal.  Tea  is  drank  about  the  same  time. 

It  IS  taken  without  milk  orsugai.  Colloo  | 
is  not  comm,  n  in  Chinn,  and  wu  are  not  ac¬ 
customed  to  urnik  cold  water.  Ten  is  tho 
national  bevernge,  and  is  taken  to  assuage  t 
thirst  at  all  times  and  occasions  ns  water  is  I 
in  America.  At  noon  n  lunch  of  cakes  or  I 
pastry  may  be  «crv  cd  '1  lie  majority  of  I 
people  are  satisfied  with  two  meals  a  day. 
Supper  or  dinner  is  serv  ed  at  6  p.  m. 
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HEALTH  101 


Exercise  During  Pregnancy 
Provides  Health  Benefits 


By  Erica  Coffin 

Until  fairly  recently, 
pregnancy  was  long 
treated  as  an  illness,  with 
women  confined  to  their 
beds  and  prescribed  relax¬ 
ation  to  avoid  jostling  the 
baby.  While  this  percep¬ 
tion  has  shifted  greatly 
since  the  1970's,  many 
women  are  still  told  to 
avoid  exercise  throughout 
their  pregnancy,  even 
though  it  has  been  well 
documented  that  exercise 
during  pregnancy  is  not 
only  safe,  but  beneficial. 

In  addition  to  the 
well-known  positive  ef¬ 
fects  of  exercise  on  physi¬ 
cal  and  mental  health, 
exercise  during  pregnancy 
may  have  a  number  of 
positive  effects  for  both 
mother  and  newborn. 
Exercise  may  even  ease 
the  following  pregnancy- 
related  symptoms: 

•  Back  pain 

•  Constipation 

•  Loss  of  bladder 
control 

•  Varicose  veins 

•  Reduced  sleep 

•  Heartburn 

•  Weight  gain  from  fat 

•  Pregnancy-induced 
hypertension 

Furthermore,  exercise 
may  also  help  reduce 
the  risk  of  miscarriage, 
gestational  diabetes  and 
pre-eclampsia.  It  is  also 
thought  to  help  ease  and 
shorten  recovery  after 
labor.  (Name  study) 
show  that  babies  bom  to 
exercising  mothers  are 
healthier.  Some  (lucky!) 


women  report  that  moder¬ 
ate  exercise  during  the  first 
trimester  helps  alleviate 
the  common  symptoms 
of  morning  sickness  and 
fatigue. 

Of  course,  there  are 
still  some  risks.  Women 
should  avoid  exercise  that 
may  result  in  blows  to 
the  abdomen,  and  should 
avoid  contact  sports,  or 
sports  where  there  is  a  high 
risk  of  falling.  Further¬ 
more,  the  extra  weight 
gain,  the  loosening  of  joints 
and  an  awkward  body 
shape  associated  with 
pregnancy  contribute  to  the 
likelihood  of  falling.  The 
following  sports  should  be 
avoided: 

•  Horseback  riding 

•  Ice  and  field  hockey 

•  Inline  skating 

•  Boxing 

•  Wrestling 

•  Competitive  basketball 

•  Downhill  and  water 
skiing 

Additionally,  new 
research  indicates  that 
women  lessen,  though  not 
eliminate,  their  exer¬ 
cise  regimen  in  the  first 
trimester  of  pregnancy. 

A  preliminary  study  of 
92,000  women  in  Denmark 
suggested  that  vigorous 
exercise  during  the  first 
14  weeks  of  pregnancy 
may  increase  the  risk  of 
miscarriage  by  as  much  as 
3.5  times.  However,  this 
study  is  preliminary,  and 
there  have  been  several 
critics  of  the  study  who 
find  fault  with  its  conclu¬ 


sions.  Until  the  medical 
community  comes  to  a 
decision,  women  should 
engage  in  gentle  to 
moderate  exercise  for  the 
first  14  weeks  -  after  that 
time,  they  should  feel  to 
exercise  as  vigorously  as 
they  like.  After  the  first  14 
weeks,  there  is  no  correla¬ 
tion  between  miscarriage 
and  vigorous  exercise. 

Ideally,  women 
should  begin  strengthen¬ 
ing  and  conditioning  their 
bodies  at  least  six  weeks 
before  pregnancy.  How¬ 
ever,  safe,  low-impact 
exercises  such  as  swim¬ 
ming  are  recommended 
for  women  who  wish  to 
begin  an  exercise  program 
during  their  pregnancy. 
Women  who  regularly 
participate  in  non-contact 
sports  where  there  is  a 
low  risk  of  falling,  such 
as  running,  swimming 
or  biking  are  generally 
advised  to  continue. 

Women  who  are 
sedentary  or  obese,  who 
have  pre-existing  medical 
conditions,  or  high-risk 
pregnancies  should  speak 
with  their  obstetricians 
about  starting  or  continu¬ 
ing  an  exercise  program. 

More  information  can 
be  found  at  the  website  of 
the  American  College  of 
Obestricians  and  Gynecol¬ 
ogists:  http://www.acog. 
org/  publications  /  patient_ 
education/bpll9.cfm 

This  article  funded  through 
the  Asian  Health  Initiative  of 
Tufts-New  England  Medical 
Center 


New  Year’s  Financial 
Resolutions 


By  Michael  C.  Tow 

So  another  holiday 
season  has  come  and  gone. 
It  wouldn't  feel  like  a  new 
year  without,  of  course. 
New  Year's  Resolutions. 
Every  year  I  make  a  reso¬ 
lution  to  go  to  the  gym  6 
days  a  week.  To  do  this.  I'll 
get  up  at  5  AM,  be  at  the 
gym  by  5:30,  then  workout 
until  7  and  be  in  my  office 
by  7:30. 

The  first  week,  I  loved 
it!  I'm  up  before  my  alarm 
and  ready  to  go  work  out. 
However,  by  the  second 
week,  I  am  constantly 
pressing  the  snooze  but¬ 
ton;  by  the  third  week  the 
gym  bag  is  back  in  the 
basement. 

What's  the  point  of 
setting  unrealistic  New 
Year's  resolutions  that 
are  bound  to  be  broken? 
The  same  goes  for  your 
own  New  Year's  financial 
resolutions.  They  need  to 
be  realistic  and  attainable 
yet  be  enough  of  a  stretch 
to  make  a  difference. 

Here  are  some  resolu¬ 
tions  to  consider  and  some 
tips  so  you  can  follow 
through  with  them  all 
year: 

1.  Paying  off  holiday 
gifts.  When  you  get 
your  credit  card  bill, 
make  sure  to  pay  off 
those  gifts  entirely. 
Now  if  you've  gone 
against  my  holiday 
shopping  rules  and 
put  charges  on  your 
card  without  having 
the  funds  to  pay  for 
it,  this  solution  is  not 
as  easy.  Start  making 
meaningful  payments 


even  if  it  means  liv¬ 
ing  lean  for  a  couple 
of  weeks.  A  great 
bargain  spent  on  a  gift 
can  quickly  become  a 
gift  you  overpaid  for  if 
you  leave  it  on  a  credit 
card  too  long  at  18%. 

2.  Up  your  401k  contri¬ 
butions.  Get  in  touch 
with  your  benefits 
department  to  change 
your  401 K  contribu¬ 
tion  percentage.  Do 
this  even  if  it's  only 
by  1  or  2%,  because 
the  pinch  you  will  feel 
paycheck-to-paycheck 
will  be  minimal  while 
the  total  additional 
savings  at  the  end  of 
the  year  can  be  signifi¬ 
cant. 

3.  Put  some  of  your 
dreams  into  motion.  If 
you've  always  wanted 
to  buy  a  vacation 
home  or  take  a  trip 
around  the  world, 
then  start  planning 
for  it.  Open  up  a  bank 
account  and  designate 
funds  for  your  dream. 
Create  a  systematic 
deposit  from  every 
paycheck  into  this  ac¬ 
count.  Even  if  you  can 
only  currently  afford 

a  small  amount  to  put 
towards  this  account, 
it  will  still  put  you  one 

more  step  closer  to 
realizing  your  dream. 

4.  Stop  procrastinating. 

If  you've  been  mean¬ 
ing  to  get  your  wills 
done  or  sit  down  with 
a  Certified  Financial 


Planner  or  consolidate 
your  old  401  ks,  then 
call  the  appropriate 
professionals  and  just 
do  it.  Make  your  New 
Year's  resolution  to 
get  what  you  know 
you  need  to  do,  and 
do  it.  The  longer  you 
procrastinate,  the 
more  you  put  your 
family  or  your  longer 
term  financial  goals 
at  risk. 

The  beginning  of  a 
New  Year  is  an  exciting 
time  and  your  resolu¬ 
tions— especially  the  ones 
that  stick— can  really  have 
a  positive  impact  on  your 
life.  Take  advantage  of 
the  New  Year  and  make 
the  most  of  it.  And  if  in 
3  weeks  you've  already 
broken  your  New  Year's 
resolutions,  don't  fret: 
Chinese  New  Year  is  right 
around  the  comer. 

If  you  have  questions 
or  topics  that  you  would 
like  me  to  address  in  fu¬ 
ture  issues  of  the  Sampan, 
please  send  an  email  or 
letter  to  me. 

CERTIFIED  FINANCIAL 
PLANNER  ™  Michael 
Tow  is  President  of  New 
Boston  Financial.  He  is  a 

registered  representative 

of  Commonwealth  Finan¬ 
cial  Network-  a  member 
firm  of  FINRA/SIPC. 

His  office  is  located  at  58 
Harvard  Street  in  Brook¬ 
line  and  can  be  reached 
at  617-734-4400  or  www. 
newbostonfinancial.com 


BPS  Registration  for  2008-09  Begins  Jan  4 


The  First  Round  of 
registration  runs  from  Jan¬ 
uary  4  -  February  1,  2008 
and  is  open  to  students  en¬ 
tering  Kindergarten,  Grade 
6  or  Grade  9. 

How  to  Register 

Students  who  are 
currently  enrolled  in  the 
Boston  Public  Schools  will 
get  their  applications  from 
their  school.  They  do  not 
need  to  apply  in  person  at 
a  Family  Resource  Center. 


Parents  of  new-to-BPS 
students  may  pre-register 
on  the  BPS  website  but 
to  complete  the  process; 
they  must  visit  a  Family 
Resource  Center  (FRC)  or 
special  registration  site. 
The  FRCs  have  extended 
hours  during  the  peak 
registration  period,  and  an 
additional  registration  site 
will  be  set  up  at  City  Hall 
for  one  week  in  January.  A 
complete  list  of  locations 
and  hours  is  below. 


When  to  Register 

To  increase  the  chanc¬ 
es  of  receiving  an  assign¬ 
ment  to  a  school  of  choice, 
students  should  apply  in 
the  first  registration  period 
for  their  grade. 

Avoid  long  lines  at  the 
Family  Resource  Centers 
during  the  first  round  by 
registering  during  the 
week  that  corresponds  to 
the  first  letter  of  the  par¬ 
ent/guardian's  last  name.= 


A  - 1  January  4,  7-11 
J  -  Q  January  14  - 18 
R  -  Z  January  22-25 

Registration  is  open  to 
all  January  28  -  February  1. 

Starting  February  4, 
parents  may  register  chil¬ 
dren  for  all  grades  (K-12). 
Transfers  for  all  grades 
may  be  submitted  during 
this  period  also.  There  are 
three  additional  registra¬ 
tion  periods:  Second  regis¬ 
tration  period,  February  6 


-  March  14;  Third  period, 
March  18  -  May  2;  Fourth 
period.  May  5  -  June  6. 

What  to  bring 

•  At  least  three  preprinted 
proofs  of  their  current 
address  in  the  City  of 
Boston 

•  An  original  birth  certifi¬ 
cate  (with  raised  seal) 
or  passport  for  children 
registering  for  kinder¬ 
garten  (KO,  Kl,  and  K2) 
or  grade  1 

•  Up-to-date  immuniza¬ 
tion  records 


•  For  parents  who  have 
used  BPSExpress  online 
pre-registration  service, 
printed  confirmation. 

Tips  for  Registering 
Parents/ guardians 
should  list  at  least  5  choices 
on  the  application  form. 
The  best  way  to  determine 
which  schools  would  be  a 
good  fit  for  a  student  is  to 
visit.  For  further  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  the  Boston 
Public  Schools  hotline 
at  617-635-9046  or  visit 
http:/ /boston.kl2.ma.us/ 
register/. 


lesley  ellis  school 


CONFIDENCE.  COMMUNITY.  CURIOSITY. 


Lesley  Ellis  School  in  Arlington, 

MA  is  an  independent  school 
(Age  2.9  -  Grade  5)  offering  a 
nationally  recognized 
progressive,  anti-bias  education 
with  ambitious  goals  for 
learning. 

Now  accepting  applications  for  the  2008-2009  school  year. 


G3®WS 

Tuesday,  January  8 
9:30-1 1 :00  a.m. 


-  STRONG  ACADEMICS.  ARTS.  SPANISH.  MUSIC.  LIBRARY.  PE. 


lesley 


41  Foster  Street,  Arlington,  MA  02474 
781-641-1346  /  www.lesleyellis.org 


BPS  Registration  Locations  &  Hours 

East  Zone  Family  Resource  Center 

1216  Dorchester  Ave.  (behind  Burger  King) 
617  635-8015 

North  Zone  Family  Resource  Center 

55  Malcolm  X  Bivd.  (near  Roxbury  Crossing 
MBTA) 

617  635-9010 

West  Zone  Family  Resource  Center 

515  Hyde  Park  Ave.  (near  Cummins  Hwy.) 
617  635-8040 

Peak  Hours: 

January  4  -  March  14,  2008 
(including  February  recess): 

Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Friday  8:30am-5pm 
Thursday  8:30  am  -  6:00  pm 

School  year: 

Monday,  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Friday:  8:30am-5pm 
Wednesday  8:30am  -  1:30pm 

Closed  holidays 

East  Boston  Satellite  FRC 

Umana  MS  Academy 

312  Border  St.,  East  Boston 

617-635-7719 

Peak  Hours: 

January  4  -  February  1 

8:30  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

School  Year: 

Tuesdays  only,  8:30  -  5  pm 

Closed  holidays  &  school  vacations 

Allston/Brighton  Satellite  FRC 

Jackson/Mann  Elementary  School 

40  Armington  St.,  Allston 

617-635-8532 

Thursdays  only,  8:30am-5  pm 

Plus  January  22  -  January  25 

8:30  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

Closed  holidays  &  school  vacations 

City  Hall  Registration  Site,  Room  801 

January  14  -  January  18 

8:30  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

EVENTS  CALENDAR 
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Music 

“Gamelanathon!" 

Wednesday,  Jan.  9 
Gamelan  studio,  lower 
main  floor,  Hilles,  Harvard 
University 

8:00  p.m.-2:00  a.m. 

Free  food  and  music.  All 
visitors  are  welcome  to 
try  out  the  gongs,  drums, 
and  chimes  that  make  up 
the  ensemble.  No  previous 
musical  experience  re¬ 
quired.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  on  this  event  and  open 
rehearsals  for  next  term, 
e-mail  diamond2@fas. 
harvard.edu. 

[MifDflte 

Harvard  Museum  of 
Natural  History 

Bilingual  Gallery  Talks 
and  Tours  of  the  Ware 
Glass  Flowers  Collection 

Friday,  February  8 
3:00pm 

Mandarin  speaking  volun¬ 
teers  will  discuss  the  history 
of  the  Glass  Flowers  collec¬ 
tion  and  highlight  particular 
specimens  of  the  Glass 
Flowers  that  relate  to  China 
and  Chinese  botany. 

26  Oxford  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 

617.495.3045 

Scavenger  Hunt/Gal¬ 
lery  Exploration  of  the 
Twelve  Animals  of  the 
Chinese  Zodiac 

Monday,  February  4 
9:00am  to  5:00pm 
Each  of  the  twelve  animals 
will  be  linked  with  a  speci¬ 
men  in  the  galleries. 
Experience  the  galleries  and 
try  your  hand  at  drawing 


the  animal  of  your  year  of 
birth. 

26  Oxford  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02138 

617.495.3045 

Shangri-La:  At  the  Heat 
of  a  Biodiversity  Hotspot 

Susan  Kelly,  manager 
of  Harvard  University 
Herbaria’s  Biodiversity  of 
the  Hengduan  Mountains 
Region  Project,  will  detail 
current  botanical  explora¬ 
tion  in  this  mysterious  land 
inhabited  by  yak  herds, 
Buddhist  monks  and  fierce 
Khampa  warriors. 

26  Oxford  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 

617.495.3045 
First  Flower,  a  DVD  Screen¬ 
ing  at  Harvard  Museum  of 
Natural  History 
DVD  screening  of  a  NOVA 
documentary  that  follows 
the  search  through  the 
Hengduan  Mountain  region 
of  south  central  China. 

26  Oxford  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 

617.495.3045 

Peabody  Museum 
The  Peabody  Museum  is 
located  at  11  Divinity  Ave. 
Open  daily,  9  a.m. -5  p.m. 
Admission  is  $9  for  adults; 
$7  for  senior  citizens  and 
students;  $6  for  children 
3  to  18  years  old;  free  for 
children  under  3  years  old. 
Free  admission  (for  Massa¬ 
chusetts  residents  only)  on 
Sun.  mornings  9  a.m.-noon, 
except  for  groups,  and  free 
admission  on  Wed.  after¬ 
noons,  Sept. -May,  3-5  p.m. 
The  Peabody  Museum  is 
closed  Jan.  1,  Thanksgiving 
Day,  Dec.  24,  and  Dec.  25. 
(617)  496-1027,  http:// 
www.peabody.harvard. 


edu. 

“A  Good  type:  Tour¬ 
ism  and  Science  in  Early 
Japanese  Photographs” 

presents  46  compel¬ 
ling  images  of  Japanese 
photographic  prints,  many 
hand-colored,  that  were 
produced  for  the  tourist 
trade  in  the  late  nineteenth 
century.  (Through  April  30) 

“Pacific  Islands  Hall” 

features  a  diverse  array  of 
artifacts  brought  to  the  mu¬ 
seum  by  Boston’s  maritime 
trade  merchants.  (Ongoing) 

Peabody  Essex 
Museum 

‘Perfect  Imbalance: 
Exploring  Chinese 
Aesthetics’ 

Features  objects  that  date 
from  the  Neolithic  era  to 
2004  including  paintings, 
jade,  textiles,  porcelain  and 
prints. 

East  India  Square 
161  Essex  Street 
Salem,  MA  01970-3783 
Phone:  978-745-9500, 
866-745-1876 
Open  daily  10  A.M.-5  P.M. 
Adults  $13,  Seniors  $11, 
Students  $9 

Youth  (16  and  under)  and 
Salem,  Mass,  residents 
admitted  free. 

Museum  of  Fine  Arts 
“Zhang  Daqian:  Painter, 
Collector,  Forger” 

Tells  the  story  of  Chinese 
artist  Zhang  Daqian’s 
(1899-1983)  career  through 
the  lens  of  the  MFA’ s  col¬ 
lection.  All  of  the  works  on 
view  were  either  owned, 
painted,  or  forged  by 
Zhang — a  talented  art¬ 


ist  who  was  passionate 
about  tradition  but  driven 
to  innovate,  and  deceive. 
Among  the  20  works 
are  two  forgeries,  once 
believed  by  the  MFA  to  be 
centuries  older,  and  now 
attributed  to  Zhang. 
Monday  and  Tuesday 
10  am-4:45  pm 
Wednesday-Friday 
10  am-9:45  pm 
Saturday  and  Sunday 
10  am-4:45  pm 
Tickets:  Members  FREE, 
Adults  $17,  Seniors  and 
Students  18  and  older  $15, 
Youths  7-17  $6.50,  Youths  6 
and  under  FREE 

Quad  Library,  Harvard 

“Stewarding  the  Hilles 

Library  Collection:  The 
Harvard  College  Library 
Gifts  140,000  Volumes  to 
China.” 

Words  and  pictures  that 
record  the  long  journey  of 
Hilles’  books  to  the  library 
of  Sun  Yat-sen  University 
in  Guangzhou,  Guangdong 
Province,  PRC.  (Through 
Jan.  23) 

Sackler  Museum 

“A  Tradition  Redefined: 
Modern  and  Contempo¬ 
rary  Chinese  Ink  Paint¬ 
ings  from  the  Chu-tsing 
Li  Collection,  1950- 
2000.” 

Is  a  traveling  exhibition  of 
63  works  drawn  entirely 
from  the  collection  of 
Chu-tsing  Li  -  the  finest 
and  most  comprehensive 
of  its  kind  in  the  West.  The 
exhibit  demonstrates  the 
dramatic  evolution  of  Chi¬ 
nese  ink  painting  in  recent 
time  and  lays  a  foundation 
for  understanding  the  in¬ 
ternational-style  work  that 
is  being  created  in  China 
today.  (Through  Jan.  27, 
2008) 

“Downtime” 

Features  a  selection  of 
Chinese  ceramics  from  the 
Tang  (618-907)  through  the 
Qrng  (1644-1911)  dynas¬ 
ties.  Four  contemporary 
Chinese  paintings  will  join 
the  ceramics  and  serve  as  a 
small  companion  exhibition 
to  “A  Tradition  Redefined.” 
(Through  Jan.  27,  2008) 

BUAG,  Stone  Gallery 

Chikanobu:  Modernity 
and  Nostalgia  in  Japa¬ 


nese  Prints 

Exhibit  examining  the 
30-year  career  of  Yoshu 
Chikanobu,  one  of  Japan’s 
most  popular  and  prolific 
woodblock  print  design¬ 
ers.  It  is  the  first  exhibit  to 
comprehensively  examine 
the  career  of  this  artist, 
featuring  50  prints  docu¬ 
menting  his  advocacy  for 
modernization  in  the  1880s, 
before  turning  to  promote 
traditional  Japanese  values 
in  the  1890s. 

On  display  through  Jan.  1. 
10:00am  -  5:00pm 
Repeats  on  every  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  Thursday,  and 
Friday  each  week  until  Fri 
Jan.  11th,  2008 
855  Commonwealth  Av¬ 
enue,  Boston  University 
Open  to  General  Public 
Admission  is  free 

Brush  Art  Gallery  and 
Studios 

Laos  Transpired  Art 
Series 

Through  January  13,  2008 
Contemporary  woks  from 
the  Laotian  Diaspora, 
including  textiles  of  Prince 
Somsanith  Nithikone 
and  visual  artist,  Mali 
Kounchao,  are  featured  in 
this  rare  collection  of  di¬ 
verse  voices,  capturing  the 
Laotian  refugee  experience. 
256  Market  Street,  Lowell 
978-459-7819 
www.thebrush.org 
Gallery  Hours: 

Nov-Dec:  Tue-Sat,  11am- 
4pm,  Sun  12noon-4pm 
Jan:  Wed-Sun,  12noon- 
4pm. 

Culture 

East  Meets  Words:  Asian 
American  Open  Mic 
Series 

Friday,  January  11 
8:00  pm 

East  Meets  West  Bookstore, 
934  Massachusetts  Ave, 
Cambridge  (between  Cen¬ 
tral  and  Harvard  Squares) 
“East  Meets  Words”  is  the 
only  Asian-American  open 
mic  series  in  New  England, 
taking  place  the  second 
Friday  of  every  month.  A 
local  institution  since  March 
2005,  all  you  need  to  par¬ 
ticipate  is  a  voice  or  an  ear. 
Come  by  and  share  some  of 
your  secrets  and  soul. 
January’s  open  mic  feature 
is  Cynthia  Lin. 


Admission:  $3 
All  ages  welcomed. 

For  info,  visit  www.boston- 
progress.org 

Chinese  Cooking  Demon¬ 
stration 

Saturday,  January  26 
(2008)  1 :00p  to  2:30p 
at  Weston  Public  Library, 
Weston,  MA 

Frances  Srulowitz,  a  former 
instructor  of  Chinese 
cooking  at  the  Cambridge 
Center  for  Adult  Education 
prepares  several  dishes  and 
talks  about  ingredients  and 
cooking  techniques.  This 
program  is  free  and  open 
to  all  adults.  Register  at  the 
reference  desk  or  call  (781) 
893-3312  x3  for  informa¬ 
tion.  Snow  date  Feb.  2, 
2008. 

Performance 

Jaded  Lounge 

All  Asian  All  Queer  Cabaret 
Hosted  By  Becca  D’Bus 
Jacques  Cabaret 
8:00PM 

Third  Monday  of  every 

month 

Cover:  $6 

NTDTV’s  Chinese  New 
Year  Spectacular 

January  10-12,  2008 
Combining  Western  and 
Chinese  instrumentation, 
this  is  a  touring  perfor¬ 
mance  of  classical  Chinese 
Dance.  Program  in  English 
and  Chinese. 

Tickets:  $38-120 
Location:  Opera  House, 
Washington  Street 
www.shows.ntdtv.com 
617-848-2996 
800-954-4606 

Three  Sopranos 

Saturday,  January  12,  2008 
8:00  PM 

New  England  Conserva¬ 
tory,  Jordan  Hall 
Guang  Yang,  Guiping  Deng, 
and  Mewas  Lin 
Tickets:  $10-35 
www.ChinesePerformin- 
gArts.net 
617-585-1260 
617-451-1309 

Golden  Dragon  Acrobats 

January  13,  2008 
Symphony  Hall 
From  death-defying  pole 
drops  to  masterful  jugglers, 
from  men  perched  atop 
a  30-foot  stack  of  chairs 
to  stunning  displays  of 
muscular  martial  artists,  the 
Golden  Dragon  Acrobats 
make  their  Boston  debut 
Tickets:  $47-58 
617-482-6661 
www.celebrityseries.org 

Greater  Boston  Dance 
Celebration 

Sponsored  by  Chinese  Cul¬ 
tural  Connection 
January  19,  2008 
1:00PM  and  7:00Pm 
Regis  College 
Weston,  MA 
Tickets:  $15-50 
978-621-3758 
www.chinesecultureconnec- 
tion.org 


Edgewood  Apartments 
Affordable  Housing  Lottery 
North  Reading,  MA 

102  New  Affordable  Apartments 

IBRs  @  $1, 182/mo  2BRs  @  $l,302/mo 

Rent  does  not  include  any  utilities 

Edgewood  Apartments  is  a  new  406  apartment  community  located  on  100  Lowell 
Road  in  North  Reading.  One  hundred  and  two  units  will  be  leased  at  affordable 
prices  to  households  with  incomes  at  or  below  80%  of  the  area  median  income. 

The  Maximum  Income  Limits  for  Households  are  as  follows: 

1  Person  -  $46,300  2  Person  -  $52,950 

3  Person  -  $59,550  4  Person  -  $66,150 

The  apartments  will  first  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  April  2008. 

A  PUBLIC  INFORMATION  WORKSHOP  will  be  held  on  1/30/08  at  7:00  pm  in 
Room  14  at  North  Reading  Town  Hall,  235  North  Street,  North  Reading,  MA 

Completed  Applications  and  Required  Income  Documentation  must  be 
received ,  not  postmarked,  by  2/25/08,  2008 

The  Lottery  will  be  held  on  3/12/08  at  7:00  pm  in  Room  14  at  North  Reading  Town 
Hall. 

For  Lottery  Information  and  Applications  go  to  www.s-e-b.com/lottery  or  call 
(617)  876-5919  And  Leave  A  Message. 

Applications  and  Information  also  available  at 
North  Reading  Library  and  the  ZBA  in  Town  Hall. 

For  information  on  the  development  and  units  go  to 

www.myedgewoodapartments.com 


CAMBRIDGE  FRIENDS  SCHOOL 

Cambridge  Friends  School  is  an  Independent  Quaker 
elementary  school  Pre-K  to  Grade  8.  We  seek  an  experienced 
teacher  to  fill  a  family  leave  position  as  Grade  6  teacher  from 

Feb.  25  through  June  13 


Grade  6  Teacher  -  Family  Leave  Position 


Email:  jziebarth@cbmass.org  •  Fax:617-876-1815 
Cambridge  Friends  School 
5  Cadbury  Road,  Cambridge,  MA  02140 

www.cfsmass.org 


Coffee  Shop  Counter  Help 


Work  Part-time  at  Boston  ,The  hours 
are  M,W,F  from  6:30  am  to  around  1:30 
or  2pm.  The  pay  is  ten  dollars  per  hour 
plus  tips.  For  more  details 


Please  call:  617-788-6209 
Cheryl ’ s  Place 
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Foundation  for  Chinese 
Performing  Arts, 

3  Partridge  Lane, 
Linclon,  MA  01773 

2/4-2/10/2008 
Hung-Kuang  Chen 
piano 

A.  2/10/2008,  2  PM: 
Isaac  Stem  Auditorium 
Cameigie  Hall 

New  York 

B.  2/3  and  2/4/2008 
concert  and  master  class 
at  Boston  University 

C.  2/5/2008 

Emmanuel  Church 

Boston 

4/5/2008,  8  PM: 

NEC’  s  Jordan  Hall 
Bion  Tsang 
cello  &  Anton  Nel, 
piano 

5/10/2008,  8  PM: 

John  Hancock  Hall 
Nai  Ni  Chen 
Dance  Company 
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4/15/2008: 


The  17th  Annual  All- 
American  Youth 
Brush  Painting  and 
Calligraphy  competition 

NUMtfc# 

8/1  to  8/22/2008: 

The  17th  Annual 
Music  Festival  at 
Walnut  Hill 

^)Kl^  100-120#$ 

(  Opera 

House,  539  Washington 
Street,  Boston  )  ° 
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LEAP  INTO  FITNESS  in  2008! 


Did  you  know  that  2008  is  a  LEAP  YEAR? 

Let  us  LEAP  START  your  fitness  routine  — 
join  by  January  31  and  receive  either: 

♦  First  2  weeks  of  membership  FREE,  or 

♦  One  FREE  personal  training  session 


Y 


YMCA 


It  Greater  Boston 


Convenient  downtown  Boston  location! 

1 -minute  walk  from  T-NEMC  Orange  Line  T  Stop 
S-minute  walk  from  Boylston  Green  Line  T  Stop 

Fully-equipped  fitness  center  «  30+  group  classes  per  week 
Basketball  court  *  5-lane,  25-yard  heated  pool  *  Whirlpool  spa 
Financial  aid  *  Membership  privileges  at  13  Greater  Boston  YMCAs 


WANG  YMCA  OF  CHINATOWN 
8  Oak  Street  West,  Boston  MA  02116 
617.426.2237°  www.ymcaboston.org 
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J.S.  WATERMAN  &  SONS 


Waring  -  Langone 

1-800^44.7526 


Tak  Chiu  Joseph  Yeung 
Senior  Funeral  Director 


fiMH 

Kenneth  F.  Bennett 
Senior  Funeral  Director 

“*sra;*:£*&  “i'J^A 


A  Service  Family  Affiliate  of  AFFS  and  Service  Corporation  International. 02  Rock  S<..  Fall  River,  MA  027520  (508)  676-2-154 


M±jj 

(617)5364110 
580  Commercial  St 
(North  Station  itklSESA) 
J^.  Waterman  &  Sons. 

®*s 

IM»C.  D.  E* 


gdrTfr 
(617)472-1137 
576  Hancock  St. 
(atff>«ittSffi) 
Deware  Funeral 
Home 


Volunteer. 

Donate. 

Or,  simply  write 
us  a  letter  to 
the  editor. 
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